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Dear Sir: * ^yjM/-- " 

In response to the restriction requirement mailed on 24 May 2002, 
Applicants elect Claims 1-13, with traverse. In addition, please enter the following 
amendment: 



1 4. (Amended) A carrier for unitizing a plurality of containers, the 
carrier having an unstressed condition prior to application to the plurality of 
containers and a stressed condition subsequent to application to the plurality of 
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adjacent containers with an applicating machine, each container of the plurality of 
adjacent containers having a maximum diameter, the carrier comprising: 

a sheet of flexible plastic having a plurality of elongated apertures 
aligned in longitudinal rows and transverse ranks, which elongated apertures are 
oriented in a longitudinal direction of the carrier and in the unstressed condition have 
a longitudinal pitch between each adjacent elongated aperture, the longitudinal pitch 
having a first length greater than a distance between adjacent containers of the 
plurality of adjacent containers; 

a plurality of relief holes positioned in the sheet, the relief holes 
positioned between adjacent longitudinal rows of elongated apertures; and 

a container pitch between each adjacent elongated aperture when the 
carrier is in the stressed condition after application to the containers, the container 
pitch having a second length approximately equal to the maximum diameter and 
shorter than the first length. 

No additional fee is necessary as the total number of claims remains the 

same. 

REMARKS 

The restriction requirement is respectfully traversed in view of the 
foregoing amendment. The restriction requirement was premised on the assertion that 
the device (Claims 14-18) may be applied by hand and thus may be used in a 
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